PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

the National Council of Defence will do all it can
to assist in the solution of this serious problem, using
for it the supplies which it has already acquired
abroad, and which can be brought to this zone with
comparative easiness. We point this out because the
Republican zone is completely exhausted in this
respect and for that reason needs imported supplies
of flour as well as of vegetables and meat.

Those in command in this zone can give whatever
explanations and details the Nationalist Government
require with respect to this problem. It can also
explain a plan for surrendering, naturally subject
to any corrections which the Nationalist Government
shall consider necessary. We can assure the Nation-
alist Government that this Council has taken the firm
decision to reach direct agreement with its com-
patriots, and means to refuse any suggestions which
may be made by foreign powers.

The evacuation to which we have referred means a
transport problem for us. France will certainly agree
to receive Spanish refugees in Marseilles and Oran
whilst these are in transit, for a period of twenty-five
or thirty days, provided we guarantee the French
Government that they will leave for other countries
within this time. Great Britain will arrange the
transport of refugees to the French coasts, but for
this the agreement of the Nationalist Govern-
ment will be necessary. The National Council of
Defence is occupied, in these really historic moments,
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